SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER – SB 1071
Customize the letter to meet your organization’s needs and
submit through the California Legislature Position Letter Portal

NOTE: Letters to the Judiciary Committee are due
by 12 p.m. on Tuesday, one week prior to the hearing date.

[ORGANIZATION’S LETTERHEAD]

April XX, 2026

Senator Tom Umberg, Chair
Senate Judiciary Committee
1021 O Street, Suite 3240
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Senate Bill 1071 (Ochoa Bogh): Death Certificates ▪ SUPPORT

Dear Senator Umberg, 

[Organization] is pleased to support Senate Bill 1017, which provides a legal mechanism to amend the manner of death on a death certificate after a court judgment to ensure that the manner of death is not classified as an accident when there is a legal finding of homicide.

When a person dies, there is both a cause and manner of death listed on the death certificate. Cause of death is the literal medical cause of the death and is certified by a physician or the Medical Examiner/Coroner if an autopsy is performed. Manner of death is more limited than the cause with only 5 categories: homicide, accident, natural, suicide, and undetermined. While the manner of death is listed on the death certificate, only cause is certified by the physician or medical examiner.

SB 1071 would provide a legal mechanism to amend the manner of death on the death 
certificate after a court judgment. Currently, next of kin can only request an amendment to cause of death – not manner of death – and can only get the cause of death amended with a physician’s certification. There is no mechanism to request an amendment to manner of death.

[OPTIONAL: Add a paragraph about why your organization wants this change.]

This change not only provides a measure of justice to the victim’s family and a truthful record of their loved one’s death, it also provides better statistics and data to inform public health, criminal justice, research, and policy systems at multiple levels. SB 1071 is about truth and justice for victims and their families. Drunk and impaired driving deaths are up in California and death certificates should accurately categorize these deaths as homicides, not accidents.

SB 1071 ensures that California’s official death records reflect the truth by recognizing our courts’ legal determinations of homicide, honoring victims and their families, and strengthening the data that guides public policy. For these reasons, [Organization] respectfully asks for your AYE vote on SB 1017 when it comes before your committee.

Sincerely,

Signature
[NAME]
[TITLE]
[ORGANIZATION]
